Event Fact Sheet
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	Duration:
	June and July




	About the Season.
	The Noongar Season ‘Makuru’ is represented by the colour dark blue as it symbolises rain and cold weather.
Makuru sees the coldest and wettest time of the year in the South West. Traditionally, this was a good time of the year to move back inland from the coast as the winds turned to the west and south bringing the cold weather, rains and occasionally snow on the peaks of the Stirling and Porongurup Ranges.
As the waterways and catchments started to fill, people were able to move about their country with ease and their food sources changed from the sea, estuarine and lake foods to those of the land, in particular the grazing animals such as the kangaroo.
As well as a food source, animals provided people with many other things. For example, the 'yongar' or kangaroo, not only provided meat but also 'bookas' (animal skin cloaks that were used as the nights became much cooler). Nothing was left. Even the bones and sinews were used in the manufacturing of bookas and for affixing barbs to hunting tools such as spears.
Makuru is also a time for a lot of animals to be pairing up in preparation for breeding in the coming season. If you look carefully, you might see pairs of 'wardongs' flying together.
Upon the lakes and rivers of the South West, you'll also start to see a large influx of the Black Swan or 'Mali' as they too prepare to nest and breed.
Flowers that will start to emerge include the blues and purples of the blueberry lily (Dianella revoluta) and the purple flags (Patersonia occidentalis).
As the season comes to a close, you should also start to notice the white flowers of the weeping peppermint (Agonis flexuosa) as the blues start to make way for the white and cream flowers of Djilba.




	Activity Ideas
	· Bush or garden walks to look and discuss the changes. This can happen every day as the changes are seen daily.
· Painting 
· Colours and sounds of the season (add to existing experiences)
· Read stories
· Build ‘cubby’ house (be aware of supervision and blind spots)
· Use loose parts such as collected leaves and flowers in playdough
· Watch the birds together and track the crows
· Create indoor environments with lights and sounds from the internet of rain and storms
· Learn about the kangaroo 
· Build ‘fires’ with recycled resources and sticks from the garden.

Watch a video clip with the children about the season  [image: ]
 


Inspiration from Keiki services in previous years (scan the QR code or click the link)
[image: ]Trinity 2022 Makuru Welcome   [image: ]OSHC Rain Catchers
  



	Resources
	YouTube Video: Damart Damart Bonar- Makuru
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	Spotify Playlist
[image: ]Rain sounds
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