Event Fact Sheet
[image: ]National Science Week 

	Date:
	10th – 18th August



	Duration:
	Minimum one week, up to three weeks




	What is the special event and why is it important to Keiki?
	National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. Established in 1997, National Science Week provides an opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of Australian scientists to the world of knowledge and it aims to encourage an interest in science and children’s fascination with the world we live in.

Children are naturally inquisitive, full of questions about the world around them and the drive to investigate how things work. It follows, therefore, that we should take advantage of this innate curiosity and start channelling their enthusiasm for scientific discovery as early as possible.
Science is not only experiments and fancy equipment. Science is all around us in our everyday lives – mixing paint colours, watching our shadows on the ground, making music, observing the weather.

Learning about science in an early childhood setting provides children with opportunities to develop and practice many different skills and attributes. These include communication skills, collaborative skills, team working and perseverance, as well as analytical, reasoning and problem-solving skills.

This year’s theme is “Species Survival – More Than Just Sustainability”



	What are our expectations?
		Date
	Duty
	Who
	Completed

	28/6/24
	Print event sheet and display in staff room or staff area. Give Fact Sheet to Ed Leader to share with Rooms.
	Coordinator
	

	28/6/24
	Print and hand out blank Keiki Reflection Tool for each room/age group to reflect on current children and educators within the service, the local community, and their connection to the event.
Store this in your evidence folder under QA1
	Coordinator
	

	12/7/24
	Send out surveys or use Mind Maps to gather family and children’s voices.
Gather the voices of the community (optional if relevant to your service and the event)
Store this in your evidence folder under QA1
	Ed Leaders
Coordinators
	

	19/7/24
	Gather reflection sheets and collate feedback and voices of children, families, and the community.
	Coordinator
	

	19/7/24
	Plan events from the information gathered from families, children, educators and the children. 
	Coordinator, Room Leader, and Ed Leader
	

	26/7/24
	Send details to Marketing for posters and submit Budgetly request if needed
	Ed Leader or Coordinator
	

	2/8/24
	Inform families on Xplor and via posters
	Coordinator
	

	9/8/24
	Send reminder on Xplor (Hub message/Comms post) of anything that’s needed (i.e. dress up day)
	Coordinator
	

	16/8/24
	Send photos to Marketing.
Complete critical reflection.
	Coordinator
Educators and Ed Leader.
	






	Activity Ideas
	This year’s science week school theme is about highlighting the importance of science in ensuring the survival and thriving of different species in an ever-changing world.  
Our Core Value ‘Earth to Sky’ is about sustainability, which encompasses environmental responsibility. 
One way to embrace this event is to help children learn more about biodiversity and conservation.
Here are some ideas
· Look at Australian animals, their habitats and what they need to survive
· Adopt an endangered animal and extend to learn about this animal
· Look at biodiversity concepts that support conservation such as composting, germination of seeds and plants, life and food cycles
· Gardening with the children
· Use microscopes or magnifying glasses to investigate plants
· Create a worm farm or compost bin

This article from ABC provides some great ideas https://www.abc.net.au/abckids/early-education/reflective-journal/growing-ecological-identities/101989358 

There are some ideas in this year’s teacher booklet, which may be especially useful for OSHC services 
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Species_Survival_resource_book.pdf
There are some ideas in this general Science Week publication for Early Childhood 
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Science_Week_Early_Childhood_ideas_WEB.pdf

If there are any experiences you would like posted on social media, please send images and a description to marketing@keikiearlylearning.com.au 

Inspiration from Keiki services in previous years (scan the QR code or click the link)
[image: ] National Science Week 2020   [image: ] Keiki Early Learning 2022



	Resources
	National Science Week OSHC enquiry question
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Save the planet for me and you – song
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	Survey Question Suggestions

When you think of science what do you think of?

What do you want your child to learn about when we teach science topics?

If you could choose an endangered animal for the children to learn about, what animal would you choose?

What strategies could Keiki adopt to ensure the survival of all species?

	Spotify Playlist
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	Mind Map Topics

When you think of science what do you think of?





LINKING THIS EVENT TO RESOURCES AND DATA
To support educators, educational leaders and early childhood teachers we link each event with important and valuable resources that support and inform our decision making at Keiki.
	[bookmark: _Hlk158803345]How can we link this event to our Philosophy?
	Core Value: Our Community We believe the quality of each child’s environment influences how they grow and develop and acknowledge families as children’s first and most influential educators. By creating an inclusive environment our curriculum is enriched and each child’s sense of belonging and development is enhanced, helping to create a strong foundation for lifelong learning. 
Core Value: The Whole Child We believe every child is born full of potential with an innate desire to learn and explore their world. Our highly experienced teams provide beautiful, thoughtful environments where children are invited and encouraged to make their own choices, to explore the arts, enjoy physical play, practice mindfulness and develop meaningful, positive relationships with others. We understand that every child learns at their own pace, so we facilitate children to direct their own learning with a focus on their particular interests, theories, ideas and needs. We follow the individual ‘meander’ of the child in their learning journey, observing and sharing the joys of wonder and discovery. 
Core Value: Earth to Sky 
Free flow play and learning environments provide children with open access to beautiful outdoor garden areas and natural play resources. 
We encourage children to love and appreciate their world by being part of the environment and connecting with nature in their own way. Our role is to encourage children’s wonder and investigation of nature, modelling protection and care of the environment through conversations, projects and taking real action. 



	How does this event link to the AEDC Data?
	Physical Health and Wellbeing
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	8.9%
	8.4%

	Joondalup
	8.1%
	5.4%

	Wanneroo
	11.9%
	8.2%


This event provides an opportunity for children to use their fine and gross motor skills. 
Social Competence
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	12.8%
	6%

	Joondalup
	9.6%
	4.4%

	Wanneroo
	13.5%
	7.5%


This event is an opportunity to facilitate group experiences. Science education activities provide children with opportunities to develop and practice communication skills, collaborative skills, team working and perseverance, as well as analytical, reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
Emotional Maturity
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	13.3%
	6.7%

	Joondalup
	10.7%
	4.6%

	Wanneroo
	14.1%
	7.2%


This is a perfect time to role model emotions and reactions to different results of science experiences. Name the emotions and how it feels. 
Language and Cognitive Skills
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	9.3%
	5.6%

	Joondalup
	6.9%
	3.1%

	Wanneroo
	11.8%
	6.6%


Encourage them to extend and embed their learning through related literacy, numeracy and creative activities. 
Communication and General Knowledge
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	11.4%
	6.8%

	Joondalup
	9.6%
	3.5%

	Wanneroo
	13.8%
	7.9%


Science education activities provide children with opportunities to develop and practice many different skills and attributes. These include communication skills, collaborative skills, team working and perseverance, as well as analytical, reasoning and problem-solving skills. Help them expand their vocabulary by using scientific terms that are appropriate for their age group. 



	How does this link to the ECA Code of Ethics?
	In relation to children, I will: 
• Create and maintain safe, healthy, inclusive environments that support children’s agency and enhance their learning 
• Provide a meaningful curriculum to enrich children’s learning, balancing child and educator initiated experiences 
• Collaborate with children as global citizens in learning about our shared responsibilities to the environment and humanity 
• Respect children as capable learners by including their perspectives in teaching, learning and assessing 




	How does this event link to the UN Rights of the Child?
	Articles:
12. Children have the right to say what they think should happen when adults are making decisions that affect them and to have their opinions taken into account.
24. Children have the right to good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment so they will stay healthy. Richer countries should help poorer countries achieve this.

Please talk to the children about the Rights of the Child. Do you have it displayed in your service for the children?



	How does this event link to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture?
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have long-standing scientific knowledge, which has been transmitted from one generation to the next. They have developed knowledge about the world through observation, using all the senses; through prediction and hypothesis; through testing (trial and error); and through making generalisations within specific contexts. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have particular ways of knowing the world through a strong connection to country and spirituality. 
You can link this traditional knowledge to your science learning by 
• ensuring respect for nature and using natural resources 
• investigating ways in which nature provides for us and what technology already exists in nature, for example bees pollinating plants 
• participating in activities that use senses to make observations. 

Noongar words for animals https://www.perthnrm.com/nrmwp/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/PerthNRM-NoongarAnimalNameWordFill-ActivitySheet.pdf 



	How does this event link to the National Quality Standard?
	1.1.3 Program learning opportunities. All aspects of the program, including routines, are organised in ways that maximise opportunities for each child’s learning.
3.2.3 Environmentally responsible. The service cares for the environment and supports children to become environmentally responsible.



	How does this event link to the Sustainable Development Goals?
	Goal 4: Quality Education
Goal 14: Life Below Water
Goal 15: Life on Land



	Keyword Signing and Auslan
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Hold both hands palms down with index fingers pointing forward
and rub index fingers together backwards and forwards.
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