Event Fact Sheet
[image: ]Earth Day 

	Date:
	22nd April 2024



	Duration:
	Minimum one day, up to one week




	What is the special event and why is it important to Keiki?
	Earth Day is an important day set aside to inspire appreciation and awareness of the earth’s environment. It is celebrated by people in different countries, all over the world, all sharing an appreciation of the planet and a dedication to protecting its natural resources. 
This day is celebrated with an entire week of activities focused on the environmental issues the world faces.
“Be the change you wish to see in this world” – Gandhi

Our philosophy, services and practices are intrinsically linked to sustainability and environment responsibility. 
Environmental responsibility is all about instilling in children ways to be empowered and positive about the future by learning from the environment through hands-on investigation and taking care of their environment. We want to ensure our beautiful planet continues to provide for the children with education and knowledge long after they have left Keiki.



	What are our expectations?
		Date
	Duty
	Who
	Completed

	26/2/24
	Print event sheet and display in staff room or staff area. Give Fact Sheet to Ed Leader to share with Rooms.
	Coordinator
	

	11/3/24
	Print and hand out blank Keiki Reflection Tool for each room/age group to reflect on current children and educators within the service, the local community, and their connection to the event
Store this in your evidence folder under QA1
	Coordinator
	

	11/3/24
	Send out surveys or use Mind Maps to gather family and children’s voices.
Gather the voices of the community.
Store this in your evidence folder under QA1
	Ed Leaders
Coordinators
	

	25/3/24
	Gather reflection sheets and collate feedback and voices of children, families, and the community.
	Coordinator
	

	25/3/24
	Plan events from the information gathered from families, children, educators and the children. 
	Coordinator, Room Leader and Ed Leader
	

	1/4/24
	Send details to Marketing for posters and submit Budgetly request if needed
	Ed Leader or Coordinator
	

	8/4/24
	Inform families on Xplor and via posters
	Coordinator
	

	15/4/24
	Send reminder on Xplor (Hub message/Comms post) of anything that’s needed (i.e. dress up day)
	Coordinator
	

	29/4/24
	Send photos to Marketing.
Complete critical reflection.
	Coordinator.
Educators and Ed Leader.
	






	Activity Ideas
	A supportive active learning environment encourages children’s engagement with the environment and provides authentic, meaningful experiences to be embedded in everyday practice.

We expect all services to access and reflect upon the Sustainable Development Goals https://www.unicef.org/sdgs
Use these goals to identify the practices currently embedded in your service and remember the why, as well as set goals together as a room or service to educate the children who will be taking care of our world in the future.
Remember it is up to us to provide opportunities to the children to learn about these goals and how to action them, as they are the generation that will enforce the SDGs.

Our theme, Planet vs. Plastics, calls to advocate for widespread awareness on the health risk of plastics, rapidly phase out all single use plastics, urgently push for a strong UN Treaty on Plastic Pollution, and demand an end to fast fashion. 

This Theme can link to the following SDGs-
[image: ]SDG 3: Good Health and Wellbeing
SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
SDG 13: Climate Action
SDG 14: Protection of Seas and Oceans
SDG 15: Repair Ecosystems and Retain Biodiversity
Activity ideas:
· Know your waste by getting curious about what is going in the bin. Have a look at what is going in the recycling or the waste bins in the service. 
· Use plastic materials in loose parts play to reduce waste
· Read stories about sustainability and recycling
· Ask families to donate plastics for loose parts play, art experiences etc rather than allow it to go into waste
· Plan an excursion or incursion with Tamala Park or Balcatta Recycling Centre
· Learn about sustainable and biodegradable plastics

OSHC services can also:
· Collect rubbish around their school/service


Earth Day is also an opportunity to connect with your families and communities. Learn how different families and people within your community care for our environment and what sustainability means to them.

If there are any experiences you would like posted on social media, please send images and a description to marketing@keikiearlylearning.com.au 

Inspiration from Keiki services in previous years (scan the QR code or click the link)
[image: ]Edgewater Earth Day 2023   [image: ] Earth Day 2021
  



	Resources
	Sesame Street Recycling Centre YouTube Video 

[image: ]

[image: ]The Problem with Plastic
Kids vs Plastic
[image: ]

	Survey Question Suggestions
What does Earth Day mean to you?
Do you know the Earth Day theme?
Do you know what the Sustainable Developmental Goals are?
How do you reduce the amount of plastic you use at home?
How do you teach your child about sustainability? 
	[image: ][image: ]Spotify Playlist



	Mind Map Topics

What are some ways we can reduce plastic use?

What is the problem with plastic?

How can we learn more about protecting our planet from plastic?





LINKING THIS EVENT TO RESOURCES AND DATA
To support educators, educational leaders and early childhood teachers we link each event with important and valuable resources that support and inform our decision making at Keiki.
	[bookmark: _Hlk158803345]How can we link this event to our Philosophy?
	Core Value: Our Community
We believe the quality of each child’s environment influences how they grow and develop and acknowledge families as children’s first and most influential educators.
Core Value: The Whole Child
We believe every child is born full of potential with an innate desire to learn and explore their world.
Core Value: Earth to Sky
Following in the steps of the Whudjuk Noongar people, we empower children to develop a true appreciation and love of the natural environment and its relationship to their world. Free flow play and learning environments provide children with open access to beautiful outdoor garden areas and natural play resources. 
We encourage children to love and appreciate their world by being part of the environment and connecting with nature in their own way. Our role is to encourage children’s wonder and investigation of nature, modelling protection and care of the environment through conversations, projects and taking real action. As we model practices of sustainability, care and love for the environment we share important values which children and families will take with them long after they leave our care.



	How does this event link to the AEDC Data?
	Physical Health and Wellbeing
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	8.9%
	8.4%

	Joondalup
	8.1%
	5.4%

	Wanneroo
	11.9%
	8.2%


Provide experiences outside for children. This encourages more physical activities as well as reducing the use of energy indoors. Grow and consume foods at the service. Talk about healthy eating and how that takes care of your body as well as looks after the environment. 
Social Competence
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	12.8%
	6%

	Joondalup
	9.6%
	4.4%

	Wanneroo
	13.5%
	7.5%


Role model actions and discuss actions as a group on how your service can take better care of the environment. Group experiences can be provided to support social interactions.
Emotional Maturity
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	13.3%
	6.7%

	Joondalup
	10.7%
	4.6%

	Wanneroo
	14.1%
	7.2%


Read stories about the environment and discuss emotions that the stories evoke.
For younger children discuss the way the pictures look and what expressions you think the characters are showing.
Language and Cognitive Skills
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	9.3%
	5.6%

	Joondalup
	6.9%
	3.1%

	Wanneroo
	11.8%
	6.6%


Read stories about the environment and discuss emotions that the stories evoke.
For younger children discuss the way the pictures look and what expressions you think the characters are showing.
Communication and General Knowledge
	Area
	At Risk
	Vulnerable

	Stirling
	11.4%
	6.8%

	Joondalup
	9.6%
	3.5%

	Wanneroo
	13.8%
	7.9%


Talk to and listen to the children. Read stories. Research the Sustainable Development Goals together, encourage group discussions.



	How does this link to the ECA Code of Ethics?
	In relation to children, I will:
· Act in the best interests of all children
· Collaborate with children as global citizens in learning about our shared responsibilities to the environment and humanity
In relation to community and society, I will:
· Promote the value of children’s contribution as citizens to the development of strong communities



	How does this event link to the UN Rights of the Child?
	Articles:
12. Children have the right to say what they think should happen when adults are making decisions that affect them and to have their opinions taken into account.
24. Children have the right to good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment so they will stay healthy. Richer countries should help poorer countries achieve this.

Please talk to the children about the Rights of the Child. Do you have it displayed in your service for the children?



	How does this event link to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture?
	For thousands of years, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have cared for Country. Their relationship with the land and waters and all that live within the landscape is reflected in songs, dreamtime stories, and artwork.
The Whudjuk Noongar people believe the environment is essential to their well-being and they have a deep respect for nature. 
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